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CORINA McKENDRY TAKES OVER HELM

OF CC’s STATE OF THE ROCKIES PROJECT
Goals: Increasing Community Engagement, Giving Back to Communities

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. – Feb. 20, 2019 – Colorado College Associate Professor of Political Science Corina McKendry is the new director of CC’s State of the Rockies Project.


McKendry, who also teaches in Colorado College’s Environmental Studies program, was associate director of the State of the Rockies Project last year before becoming the current director.


The goal of the State of the Rockies Project is to increase understanding of and examine socio-environmental issues in the Rocky Mountain West through collaborative student-faculty research, education, and community engagement


McKendry is particularly interested in the ability of cities to further environmental protection in a way that is socially just. Fittingly then, the 2018-19 State of the Rockies Project will examine equity, urbanization, and climate adaption in the Colorado Front Range.


“Our current research explores the relationship between urbanization, nature, and climate change across the Front Range of Colorado, with a particular focus on the politics of social equity in climate adaptation,” she says.

The topic is important because Colorado’s population is one of the fastest growing in the country. Though many people are drawn to the state for its natural beauty and outdoor recreational opportunities, rapid growth is putting pressure on these same resources. Climate change is further straining the state’s environment, and drought, floods, and forest fires threaten many of Colorado’s communities. State of the Rockies research will strive to understand the climate vulnerabilities facing Colorado cities, what is being done to address these vulnerabilities, and how barriers to a more equitable and resilient future can be overcome.

As the new director of the State of the Rockies Project, McKendry has several goals for the program, including increasing community engagement. One way she plans to give back to communities is to share the project’s research findings. Not only does she hope to have student researchers submit their findings as academic articles for scholarly journals, but also to share them with city leaders. “The research that student fellows conduct this summer will be written up both as policy memos for lawmakers and submitted to academic conferences,” she says.

McKendry, who joined the Colorado College faculty in 2011, received her bachelor’s degree in International Studies from Macalester College in Minnesota and her master’s and Ph.D. in Politics from the University of California, Santa Cruz. She has published several articles on cities and climate justice, and her book, “Greening Post-Industrial Cities: Growth, Equity, and Environmental Governance,” was published by Routledge Press in 2018.

About Colorado College
Colorado College is a nationally prominent, four-year liberal arts college that was founded in Colorado Springs in 1874. The college operates on the innovative Block Plan, in which its approximately 2,100 undergraduate students take one class at a time in intensive 3½-week segments. In 2016, Colorado College announced an alliance with the Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center, and the following year the two became the Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center at Colorado College, providing innovative, educational and multidisciplinary arts experiences for the campus and Colorado Springs communities. The college also offers a master of arts in teaching degree. For more information, visit www.coloradocollege.edu
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